Are You Raising
Spiritual Champions?

Where do children learn to be Spiritual
Champions? Where do they learn to take their place
i n Godobs redemptive pl a
transformed into whole-hearted followers of Jesus
Christ? Do they learn this at church, at home, at
their school, on the playground 7 who teaches
children how to have a passionate walk with Jesus
Christ?

The answer is really all the above. Children
are shaped by anyone and anything that has access
to their lives. If they are spending a great deal of
time with a parent, then a primary influencer will be
the parent. If their primary connector is the TV, then
it will be the television that will shape the values of
that chid. So how do we maxi e
influences and minimize those influences that would
steer our child to a less passionate pursuit of Christ?

The answer is to not shield our children from
every influence that we disagree with. Thi s ¢
allow the child to grow into the man or woman God
meant them to be by having a safe environment,
your home, to process what they are seeing, hearing
and feeling. The answer is also not to simply
believe that the chil dr e
take care of their spiritual development. As capable
and gifted as those ar
ministries, t he si mpl e f act i s
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capable of having the time to adequately fulfill this
need, nor have they been given the biblical charge.
That falls to parents.
So h ehmed&iéksr. Itwe want to see children grow
into Spiritual Champions, it falls to us as parents to
take up the challenge and the biblical mandate to
pursue healthy growth in our child. But how? The
simple but difficult answer is to build a healthy,
loving, grace-filled relationship with our children. We
need to go to school on them, figuring out how God
has wired them up. Many times parents conduct
their parenting out of their own abilities and
personality without reflecting deeply on how God laid
thefoundati on i n tQ@higdiem arecnot
born as an empty template, but have been formed,
wired and created by a loving God who takes great
care i n a c hilflwedresgoifgdorraisa &
Spiritual Champion, it falls to us as parents to do the
hard work of encouraging, teaching, molding and
disciplining our children. To slowly peel back the
paper covering the masterpiece God has made in our
child in such a way that the artist, the creator is
maximally glorified.

Then as you do that, it is our commitment as

aChil drends Mini s tsideiparentsin
every way possible t o
transformation.

~Pastor Dan Moeller

Lincoln Berean Chu rch 86400 S. 70" Street § Lincoln, NE 68516 & (402) 483-6512



HE Knows Everything

I have heard it said ab
knows everlythl sag. 6contenc
not hi kow.can those two phrases describe the
same person? | must admit | am not sure, but | will try
to give you a glimpse of my thoughts on this.

| am a control freak. Therefore, | try to know
everything that is goingon. I n t he past
hard to know most things happe ni ng i n
Ministries mainly because | was the only support staff
for Chil dr e Méssthings had tedgo thiowgls
me. | was involved in the reservations of rooms, set-
ups of rooms, correspondence with the children,
parents and leaders, etc. That kind of involvement
fueled my control nature. With new leadership and
new support staff, and an ex pansi on o
Ministries | no longer know everything that is going on.
Al dondt knowo comes out
for this control freak. It was hard to get used to. | no
longer felt | knew anything, let alone everything. Alas, |
had to deal wi t h Nohteat [lwassn
control, but | knew enough of what was happening to
have my control freak tendency satisfied. | needed to
change my tendency toward control and allow God to
control. That is hard for me. But | was brought up
short one day when | was reading Hebrews 11. Verse
8 says fiBy faith Abraham,
he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was
go i n d thaught there is no way | would do that. |
need to know what, whkdonot

KidFit Service Project

do things without a plan. Then, verses 17-19 really hit
har d. ABy faith Abr aham,
Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises
was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though
God had said to him, ol t
of fspring wild@ be reckone
could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did
receive Isaac back f r om d edaw ban &braham
leave his comfortable home and go somewhere when he
had no idea where he would end up. And then later he
offered up his only son, the promised one, because God
asked him to. Abraham did not consider that he had no
plan. He did not consider that it made no sense. He did
not consider that he was losing control. He only obeyed.
He trusted God. He trusted @Eeo tudted
Godbs promi se.

Is there a lesson in that for me? Of course there is. |
need to learn to trust God with all that is going on around
me. | need to trust that things will happen according to
Godés plan whether | h lzappen ok
even know that it is happening. | do not need to
understand what God is doing or how He is working. | do
not need to understand what is happening around me. |
only need to trust God. | need to let go of my tendency to
control and allow God to control. | am sure things will go
much smoother with God in control than they ever went
when | thought | knew what was happening. So if | hear
AShe knows everythingo |
know what God has allowed me to know and it is okay
not to know the rest.

~ Pat Beckwith

The KidFit Wednesday Night club recently
completed their Fall 2007 Service Project with Kids
Against Hunger (KAH).

KAH is a nonprofit organization with the mission
to significantly reduce the number of hungry children
in the U.S. and to feed starving children throughout
the world. By setting up food packaging satellites in
the U.S. and through partnerships with humanitarian
organizations worldwide, KAH is able to deliver its
specially formulated rice-soy casserole to starving
children and their families in over 40 countries.

The children of KidFit did odd jobs, chores, etc.
at home to raise money for KAH. Originally, they set
a goal of $100 for the fall semester. After hearing
more about the program and seeing how fast they
were reaching their original goal, they decided to
increase their goal to $120. They reached that goal
on November 14.

On November 7, KidFit took a field trip to the

local KAH location to help package food. In less than
an hour the kids, teachers and parents made 162
packages. Each package of food serves up to ten
people.

The Fall Service Project was a great success!
Next semester, they will pick another worthy
organization to be the recipient during the spring
semester.



